
 
 

August 4, 2020 
 
 
Dear WCSD Families, 
 
Knowing face-to-face learning is critical to our students’ development and a key piece of their 
educational experience, our two most important and simultaneous goals are to bring students back 
into our buildings while also keeping students and staff as safe as possible, which in turn keeps 
families and our community members safe. The goals of this decision are not only to get our students 
back in our buildings, but also to keep our students in our buildings.  
This is a challenging balancing act. 
 
After careful consideration, the Winneconne Community School District Board of Education has 
adopted the following models of learning for each of our buildings:  
 

Elementary School: 
 
WES will offer a Traditional Model of Learning for all students.  This means all students in our 
elementary building five days a week (unless the calendar dictates otherwise).  We will continue to 
implement all strategies to the best of our abilities found in our reopening plan. 
 
Rationale:  
Based on the American Academy of Pediatrics Study “... the preponderance of evidence indicates that 
children and adolescents are less likely to be symptomatic and less likely to have severe disease 
resulting from SARS-CoV-2 infection. In addition, children may be less likely to become infected and 
to spread infection.”  The importance of face to face learning is well documented and the medical 
professionals support face to face learning with safety measures in place (masks, physical 
distancing). 
Duration: The Board will re-evaluate mid-October.  Any change in how learning is delivered would 
begin November 9, 2020.  Additionally, if a change is warranted earlier, advanced notice will be 
given. 
 

 

 



 
 

Middle School: 
 

We are asking families to select one of two proposed options:  
1.  A virtual learning experience that will be overseen by Apex Learning, an outside 

alternative educational agency.  Families who choose this option will work directly with the agency.  
Rationale:  This is an option for families who wish to have their child(ren) learn from home due to 
current circumstances pertaining to COVID-19. 
How does the family choose this option?  We will be sending out a survey to families with students in 
grades 6-12 asking to select which option they prefer - virtual or blended (more info about blended 
learning below).  Middle school course selections will be limited to ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, 
and Spanish. 
Duration:  This option requires families to commit for at least the first semester to ensure continuity 
of instruction and learning. 
 

2.  A blended learning model that includes face-to-face instruction at WMS, as well as 
continued learning from home each week.  
 

Middle Cohort A - Students with last name “A” through “K”  
Cohort B -  Students with last name “L” through “Z” 
*Whichever cohort is at school on Monday and Tuesday will also be at 
school on Friday that week 

 

● Week 1: Monday, Tuesday, Friday: Cohort A attends class; 
Cohort B E-Learning 

● Week 1: Wednesday, Thursday: Cohort A, E-Learning; Cohort 
B, attends class 
 

● Week 2: Monday, Tuesday, Friday: Cohort A E-Learning; Cohort 
B attends Class 

● Week 2: Wednesday, Thursday: Cohort A, attends class; Cohort 
B, E-Learning 

Rationale:  
● This model allows us to build on strong educational practices with in-person learning, allows us 

to practice solid physical distancing practices by reducing the number of students in the 
building, continues learning outside of the building, and assists with the social-emotional 
development/curriculum that we deliver in person at WMS. 

● “There is likely a greater impact of physical distancing on risk reduction of COVID in secondary 
schools than early childhood or elementary education,” per the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 

● The MS is able to cohort/keep students in groups that could stay together for the majority of 
the day in the traditional model.  However, the classroom spaces in the traditional model do 
not allow students to adequately physically distance themselves. By reducing the number of 
students in the classrooms and still cohorting, we will be able to physically distance more 
effectively. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kg2mzC0OiSXAKp6QdFMf1zYk7BwsHAC6/view


 
● We are focused on what will keep our students in our buildings.  This blended model reduces 

the risk, exposure, and will allow us to better manage contact tracing. 
How does the family choose this option?  We will be sending out a survey to families with students in 
grades 6-12 asking to select which option they prefer - virtual or blended.  If you have additional 
questions regarding blended learning, please email me at larsonm@w-csd.org . 
Duration:  The Board will re-evaluate mid-October.  Any change in how learning is delivered would 
begin November 9, 2020.   Additionally, if a change is warranted earlier, advanced notice will be 
given. 
 

High School: 
 

We are asking families to select one of two proposed options:  
1.  A virtual learning experience that will be overseen by Apex Learning, an outside 

alternative educational agency.  Families who choose this option will work directly with the agency.  
Duration:  This option requires families to commit for at least the first semester to ensure continuity 
of instruction and learning. 
Rationale:  This is an option for families who wish to have their child(ren) learn from home due to 
current circumstances pertaining to COVID-19. 
How does the family choose this option?  We will be sending out a survey to families with students in 
grades 6-12 asking to select which option they prefer - virtual or blended (more info about blended 
learning below).  More information will be coming with the survey with information about what 
courses will be offered at the High School Level.  Families will work with Ms. Andrea Ernst  to 
determine the course sequence that best fits their needs to ensure credits transfer appropriately. 
 

2.  A blended learning model that includes face-to-face instruction at WHS, as well as 
continued learning from home each week.  
 

High Cohort A - Students with last name “A” through “K”  
Cohort B -  Students with last name “L” through “Z” 
*Whichever cohort is at school on Monday and Tuesday will also be at 
school on Friday that week 

 

● Week 1: Monday, Tuesday, Friday: Cohort A attends class; 
Cohort B E-Learning 

● Week 1: Wednesday, Thursday: Cohort A, E-Learning; Cohort 
B, attends class 
 

● Week 2: Monday, Tuesday, Friday: Cohort A E-Learning; Cohort 
B attends Class 

● Week 2: Wednesday, Thursday: Cohort A, attends class; Cohort 
B, E-Learning 

Rationale: 
● This model allows us to build on strong educational practices with in-person learning, allows us 

to practice solid physical distancing practices by reducing the number of students in the 

mailto:larsonm@w-csd.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kg2mzC0OiSXAKp6QdFMf1zYk7BwsHAC6/view


 
building, continues learning outside of the building, and assists with the social-emotional 
development/curriculum that we deliver in person at WHS. 

● “There is likely a greater impact of physical distancing on risk reduction of COVID in secondary 
schools than early childhood or elementary education,” per the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 

● Each HS student’s schedule is unique. We are working to cohort/keep students in groups as 
much as possible, but this can only be done in pockets.  Under the traditional model, our 
classroom spaces would not allow for adequate physical distancing. By reducing the number of 
students in classrooms AND cohorting as much as possible, we will be able to physically 
distance more effectively. 

● We are focused on what will keep our students in our buildings.  This blended model reduces 
the risk, exposure, and will allow us to better manage contact tracing. 
 

How does the family choose this option?  We will be sending out a survey to families with students in 
grades 6-12 asking to select which option they prefer - virtual or blended.  If you have additional 
questions regarding blended learning, please email me at larsonm@w-csd.org . 
Duration:  The Board will re-evaluate mid-October.  Any change in how learning is delivered would 
begin November 9, 2020.   Additionally, if a change is warranted earlier, advanced notice will be 
given. 
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